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bromine or iodine; R' is hydrogen; or R^ and R^ together represent =CH2; or R^ and R^ represent 
fluorine; X is O, s or CH2; a, b, c, d denoting asynmietric carbon atoms each of which is substi- 
tuted with 4 different substituents; and B signifies a purine base B 1 which is connected through 
the 9-nitrogen of fomaula (Bl), wherein R^ is hydrogen, hydroxyl, alkyl, alkoxy, alkylthio, aiy- 
loxy, aiylthio, heterocyclyl, NRTl^. halogen or SH; R' is hydrogen, hydroxy, alkyl, haloalkyl, 
cycloalkyl, alkoxy, alkylthio, aryl, aryloxy, arylthio, heterocyclyl, heterocyclylamino, halogen, 
NR'RS, NHOR9, NHNR^s SH; is hydrogen, hydroxy, alkyl, alkoxy, alkylthio, aryloxy, 
arylthio, heterocyclyl, NR^R^ halogen, SH or cyano; R' and are independently of each other 
hydrogen, alkyl, aryl, hydroxyalkyl, alkenylalkyl, alkynylalkyl, cycloall^l or acyl; R' is hydro- 
gen, all^rl or azyl; or B signifies an oxidised purine base B2 which is connected through the 
9-nitrogen of formula (B2), wherein R^, R^ and are as defined above; or B signifies a purine 
base B3 which is connected through the 9-nitrogen of formula (B3). wherein R* and R* are as 
defined above; JO^ is hydrogen, alkyl or aiyl; Y is O, S or NR*^; R^^ is hydrogen, hydroxy, alkyl, 
OR', heterocyclyl or NR'R^; R', R* and R* are as defined above; or B signifies a pyrimidine 
base B4 which is connected through the 1 -nitrogen of formula (B4), wherein Z is O or S; R^^ is 
hydrogen, hydroxy, alkyl, alkoxy, haloalkyl, alkylthio, aryl, aryloxy, arylthio, heterocyclyl, hete- 
rocyclylamino, halogen, NR^R^, ^rHOR^ ISTHNRHls or SH; R^^ is hydrogen, alkyl, hydroxyalkyl, 
alkoxyalkyl, haloalkyl, cycloalkyl or halogen; R^ R^ and R' are as defined above; or B signifies 
a pyrimidine base B5 which is connected through the 1 -nitrogen of formula (B5), wherein Y, Z, 
R^° are as defined above for the treatment of diseases mediated by the Hepatitis C Vims (HIV) 
or for the preparation of a medicament for such treatment The invention is concerned with novel 
and known purine and pyrimidine nucleoside derivatives, their use as inhibitors of subgenomic 
Hepatitis C Virus (HCV) RNA replication and phannaceutica] compositions of such compounds. 
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relevant to the issue of novelty for claim 43. So many documents were 
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be said to define subject-matter for which protection might legitimately 
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is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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of Hepatitis C Virus or for the preparation of a medicament 
for such treatment. 
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